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TRAI’S DIRECTIVE
ON MARKET

STRUCTURE /
COMPETITION IN

CABLE TV SERVICES
In a significant development, The Telecom

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has issued
its recommendations on Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) back reference dated

19th February 2021 on TRAI's Recommendations
on "Monopoly/Market Dominance in the Cable

TV Services dated 26th November 2013."

The MIB vide its letter dated 19th February 2021 has
referred back TRAI's Recommendations on "Monopoly/
Market Dominance in the Cable TV
Services" dated 26th November 2013.
In its above-referred letter, MIB has
informed TRAI that considerable time
has passed since the above-
mentioned recommendations were
made by TRAI and that the media and
entertainment (M&E) landscape has
changed drastically, particularly with
the advent of new digital technologies
in this sector. Therefore, MIB has
requested TRAI to provide a fresh set of recommendations
in the matter looking at the subsequent developments/
expansion in the M&E sector.

In this regard, TRAI had issued consultation paper
on 'Market Structure/Competition in Cable TV services' on
25th October 2021 for seeking comments of all the
stakeholders. The last date of submission of comments was
22nd November 2021 and counter-comments was 6th
December 2021, which were extended up to 6th December
2021 and 20th December 2021 respectively, on request of
some stakeholders. TRAI received comments on
consultation paper from 70 stakeholders and counter-
comments from 7 stakeholders, which are available on TRAI
website. In this regard, an Open House Discussion was
also held on 27th January 2022 through online mode.

After considering all comments/ counter-comments
received from stakeholders during consultation process and
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pr T/a[- ka inado-Sapr T/a[- ka inado-Sapr T/a[- ka inado-Sapr T/a[- ka inado-Sapr T/a[- ka inado-Sa
ek mah%vapUNa- isqait ivakasa maoM BaartIya dUrsaMcaar

inayaamak Aayaaoga ³T/a[-´ nao idnaaMk 26 navaMbar 2013
kao ‘kobala saovaaAaoM maoM ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va’ pr
T/a[- kI isafairSaaoM pr saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya

³Aa[-eMDbaI´ ko baOk roÍoMsa pr idnaaMk 19 frvarI 2021
kao ApnaI isafairSaoM jaarI kI.

emaAa[-baI nao Apnao p~ idnaaMk 19 frvarI 2021 ko maaQyama sao
26 navaMbar 2013 kao ‘kobala saovaaAaoM maoM
ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va’ pr T/a[- kI
isafairSaaoM kao vaapsa saMdiBa-t ikyaa.Apnao
]pyau-@t p~ maoM emaAa[-baI nao T/a[- kao saUicat
ikyaa hO ik ]sako baad BaI kafI samaya baIt
cauka hO.T/a[- Wara ]illaiKt isafairSaoM kI
gayaI qaIM AaOr maIiDyaa va manaaorMjana ³emaeMD[-́
pirdRSya maoM kafI badlaava Aayaa hO̧  Kasakr
[sa xao~ maoM iDijaTla tknaIikyaaoM ko Aagamana
ko saaqa.[sailae emaAa[-baI nao T/a[- sao emaeMD[-

xao~ maoM baad ko ivakasa Àivastar kao doKto hue [sa maamalao maoM isafairSaaoM ka
ek nayaa saoT p`dana krnao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa hO.

[sa saMbaMQa maoM T/a[- nao 25 A@TUbar 2021 kao ‘kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM
maoM baajaar saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’ pr pramaSa- p~ jaarI krko saBaI ihtQaarkaoM
sao raya maaMgaI qaI.[sa pr iTPpiNayaaoM kao jamaa krnao kI AMitma tarIK 22
navabaMr 2021 qaI AaOr p`it iTPpiNayaaM 6 idsaMbar 2021 tk dI jaa
saktI qaI¸ ijasao kuC ihtQaarkaoM ko AnauraoQa ko baad ËmaSa: 6 idsaMbar
2021 AaOr 20 idsaMbar 2021 tk baZ,a idyaa gayaa qaa.T/a[- kao 70
ihtQaarkaoM sao pramaSa- p~ pr iTPpiNayaaM AaOr 7 ihtQaarkaoM sao p`it–
iTPpiNayaaM p`aPt hu[-̧  jaao T/a[- kI vaobasaa[T pr ]plabQa hO.[sa saMbaMQa maoM
Aa^na laa[na maaoD ko maaQyama sao 27 janavarI 2022 kao ek Aaopna ha]sa
ivacaar–ivamaSa- ka BaI Aayaaojana ikyaa gayaa qaa.

pramaSa- p̀iËyaa ko daOrana ihtQaarkaoM sao p̀aPt saBaI iTPpiNayaaoMÀp̀it
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further analysis of the issues, the Authority has finalised
its recommendations. The salient features of the
recommendations are given below:

(i) In view of sufficient competition in the cable television
distribution sector at present, the Authority
recommends that there is no need to introduce any
additional regulations or take any corrective measures
to enhance the level of
competition in cable TV
distribution sector. However,
developments may be monitored
and intervention as felt
necessary shall be considered at
appropriate time.

(ii) The Authority recommends that
the Government may take
suitable measures to facilitate and promote sharing of
cable infrastructure by Local cable operator with
Telecom Service Providers to enable last mile for
provision of broadband services. The Government
may issue necessary amendments to existing rules/
guidelines, to enable use of last mile infrastructure
created by cable operator by TSPs for promoting
broadband connections.

The Government may amend the rules under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation), Act 1995 to explicitly
indicate the following;

"Cable operators may strive to provide last mile
access to Access service providers/ Internet Service
Providers in a fair, transparent and non-
discriminatory manner for proliferation of
broadband services." 

iTPpiNayaaoM AaOr mau_aoM pr Aagao ivaSlaoYaNa pr ivacaar krnao ko baad¸
p`aiQakrNa nao ApnaI isafairSaaoM kao AMitma $p idyaa hO.isafairSaaoM kI
mau#ya ivaSaoYataAaoM kao naIcao idyaa gayaa hO:

(i) vat-maana maoM kobala TIvaI ivatrNa xao~ maoM pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa- kao doKto
hue¸ p`aiQakrNa AnausaMSaa krta hO ik kobala TIvaI ivatrNa xao~ maoM
p`itspQaa- ko str kao baZ,anao ko ilae kao[- Aitir@t inayama laagaU

krnao yaa kao[- sauQaara%mak ]paya krnao kI kao[-
AavaSyakta nahIM hO.halaaMik¸ GaTnaaËma kI
inagaranaI kI jaa saktI hO AaOr ]icat samaya
pr AavaSyak samaJao jaanao pr hstxaop pr
ivacaar ikyaa jaa sakta hO.

(ii) p̀aiQakrNa AnausaMSaa krta hO ik sarkar
ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM ko p`avaQaana ko ilae laasT

maa[la kao saxama krnao ko ilae dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM ko saaqa
sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTr Wara kobala bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao
AaOr baZ,avaa donao ko ilae ]pyau@t ]paya kr saktI hO.sarkar
maaOjaUda inayamaaoMÀidSaainado-SaaoM maoM AavaSyak saMSaaoQanaaoM kao jaarI kr
saktI hO̧  taik ba`a^DbaOMD knao@Sana kao baZ,avaa donao ko ilae TIesapI
Wara kobala Aa^proTr Wara banaayao gayao laasT maa[la ko bauinayaadI
Z,aMcao ka ]pyaaoga ikyaa jaa sako.

sarkar kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayama´ AiQainayama 1995
ko tht inayamaaoM maoM saMSaaoQana kr saktI hO taik inamnailaiKt kao spYT
$p sao dSaa-yaa jaa sako:

‘kobala Aa^proTr¸ ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM ko p`saar ko ilae inaYpxa¸
pardSaI - Aa Or ga Or–Ba odBaavap UNa - trIko sa o e@sa osa sa ovaa
p`dataAaoMÀ[MTrnaoT saovaa p`dataAaoM kao laasT maa[la tk phuMca
p`dana krnao ka p`yaasa kr sakto hOM.’  
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