NEWS UPDATE

TRAI'S DIRECTIVE
ON MARKET
STRUCTURE /
COMPETITION IN
CABLE TV SERVICES

In a significant development, The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has issued
its recommendations on Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) back reference dated
19th February 2021 on TRAI's Recommendations
on "Monopoly/Market Dominance in the Cable

TV Services dated 26th November 2013."

TheMIB videits|etter dated 19th February 2021 has
referred back TRAI's Recommendations on "Monopoly/
Market Dominance in the Cable TV
Services' dated 26th November 2013.
In its above-referred letter, MIB has
informed TRAI that considerabletime
has passed since the above-
mentioned recommendations were
made by TRAI and that themediaand
entertainment (M&E) landscape has
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theadvent of new digital technologies
in this sector. Therefore, MIB has
requested TRAI to provide afresh set of recommendations
in the matter looking at the subsequent developments/
expansion inthe M& E sector.

In thisregard, TRAI had issued consultation paper
on 'Market Structure/Competitionin Cable TV services on
25th October 2021 for seeking comments of all the
stakeholders. Thelast date of submission of commentswas
22nd November 2021 and counter-comments was 6th
December 2021, which were extended up to 6th December
2021 and 20th December 2021 respectively, on request of
some stakeholders. TRAI received comments on
consultation paper from 70 stakeholders and counter-
commentsfrom 7 stakeholders, which areavailableon TRAI
website. In this regard, an Open House Discussion was
also held on 27th January 2022 through online mode.

After considering all comments/ counter-comments
received from stakehol ders during consultation process and

(1S/1S0 9001-2008 Certified Organisation)

39 o ¥ [2foed awiieal & e
% AT | FACY THATET F 78 7 UAU=g
&R H ATE % fa@m /T @l 273 g0 39 A1 § Mol &
U T H2 UEH & B ALY A 2 |

T HEY § 215 7 25 3FAT 2021 FHT Had ST Harai
4 g Ava /afcraat’ 97 Wt O S @ 3 Raama
T T AET AT 129 o7 e 6 T e bl AT drrg 22
JgET 2021 41 AW Ui fewET 6 Har 2021 T@ & S
#ol o, B9 g Ragwal & 309 & 918 FA 6 BHaT
2021 AT 20 HaT 2021 & dgl AT AT AT 1215 & 70
fEqume 7 WEd U W fewiEn A 7 Raume 7 -
feuIforT OTa &3, i 21 @1 JaAEe W Iuaed ¢ |39 HaY §
3 @2 0 & ATegH I 27 Al 2022 FH U 39 &3d
feram-Temal &1 o7 Smae foha T o |

W UThaT & GRTH feemeh & ared 4T feuafordt /afe

22 SATELLITE & CABLETV

SEPTEMBER 2022



NEWS UPDATE

further analysis of the issues, the Authority has finalised
its recommendations. The salient features of the
recommendations are given below:

(i) Inview of sufficient competitioninthecabletelevision
distribution sector at present, the Authority
recommends that there is no need to introduce any
additional regulations or take any corrective measures
to enhance the level of
competition in cable TV
distribution sector. However,
developments may be monitored
and intervention as felt
necessary shall be considered at
appropriatetime.

(i) TheAuthority recommends that
the Government may take
suitable measuresto facilitate and promote sharing of
cable infrastructure by Local cable operator with
Telecom Service Providers to enable last mile for
provision of broadband services. The Government
may issue necessary amendments to existing rules/
guidelines, to enable use of last mile infrastructure
created by cable operator by TSPs for promoting
broadband connections.

The Government may amend therulesunder the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation), Act 1995 to explicitly
indicatethefollowing;

"Cable operators may strive to provide last mile
access to Access service providers/ Internet Service
Providers in a fair, transparent and non-
discriminatory manner for proliferation of
broadband services." ®
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